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First BKPA Kali Puja  

Saturday, Nov 5, 2016 
  

12:30  –   1:00 PM :: Arrival  
  1:30  –   2:30 PM :: Lunch 
 3:00  –   5:00 PM :: Cultural Program 
 5:00  –   5:30 PM :: Afternoon Snack  
 5:00  –   6:00 PM :: Fire Truck Demo for Kids 
 5:30  –   7:30 PM :: Kali Puja 
 7:45  –   8:15  PM :: Sparkler Time  
 8:30  –   9:45 PM :: Dinner  

10:00  – 10:30  PM :: Clean Up 
 

~~ Thank you for joining us today! ~~ 
~~ See you at our Saraswati Puja! ~~ 

 



 
 
 

Introduction: 

"Did Krishna receive a Noble Peace Prize? Who is the CEO of all the 
Hindu Gods and Goddesses in the heaven? Why don't I go to a 
church or Sunday school? Why isn't Bengali New Year celebrated 
like the Chinese New Year is at my school? Why don't my friends 
know who Rabi Thakur is?" These are just a few examples of the 
questions I faced when I came home from work.  I soon realized 
that my eight year old daughter was beginning to have an identity 
crisis.  She was so proud of everything she was being taught by her 
grandparents at home, proud of memorizing and reciting long 
Bengali poems, playing Tagore’s music on the piano, yet, confused 
by the fact that none of her school mates heard about the Bengali 
language, or the Noble Laureate Rabindranath Tagore.  This is when 
I realized it was time to do something, so, the pride she felt in her 
heart about her Bengali heritage would stay with her for the rest of 
her life. 

My daughter, Anita, was ready to start her club with other Bengali 
kids and named her club BKPA, "The Bengali Kids of Princeton 
Area".  The naming idea came from YMCA.  We gathered a few 
Bengali families and started celebrating the Bengali New Year in 
mid-April, along with birth anniversaries of Rabindranath Tagore 
(National Poet of India), and Kazi Nazrul Islam (National Poet of 
Bangladesh), Saraswati Puja (honoring Goddess of Learning), and a 
Bengali style summer picnic. But, she didn't forget to invite Santa 
to the holiday party.  Bengali calendar is known to have thirteen 
holidays over the twelve months.  Combined with the holidays from 
the English Calendar, our household celebrated close to twenty 
holidays every year!  Raising two kids while balancing two different 
cultures weren’t always easy. But, the focus remained on learning 
the Bengali Heritage in a FUN Way! Looking back at the last fifteen 
years, FUN surely dominated hard work and challenges that I faced 
in trying to sustain the kids’ interest toward the rich Bengali 
Heritage. 

Kids started putting together E-Magination (e magazine) with their 
work and displayed them on the website.  However, this is the first 
hard copy by BKPA as we commemorate another popular event of 
Bengal, Kali Puja. 
 

Embracing the characters of Dewey Season of Bengal, Fall in USA, 
and its holidays, I composed this short poem for students of the 
Bengali Heritage Class. I hope they like it.  

  

Warmest wishes for the season, 

Meena Dam  



In the memory of our beloved Bangla Dadu 

Mr. Arun Gangulu 
1934-2016 







Message from Co-Presidents: 

Vice Presidents: Sahil Banerjee, Mitali Chowdhury 

 

Executives:  Sanjukta Mahata, Sohan Pramanik, Sahil Banerjee,     
  Mitali Chowdhury 

 

Officers:  Anisha Das, Anushka Purkayastha 

 

Staff:  Shalin Banerjee, Reyan Bhattacharjee, Anish  
  Bhattacharya, Ishani Chowdhury, Ayan Das, Bipasha 
  Mazumdar, Biswajoy Mazumdar, Saraswati Mookerjee, 
  Rajanya Ghosh, Ayushee Mukhopadhyay, Nidhi 
  Pramanik, Swarnab Roy, Arush Sanbui 

 

Assistants :  Amolika Chatterjee, Raima Bhattacharjee, Mritsa Saha, 
  Raj Saha, Rishi Sanbui 

Committee Members: 

Dear BKPA Community, 
  
Hello and congratulations to all who submitted their work to make this a special magazine 
commemorating our first Kali Puja. And, our heartfelt gratitude to our sponsors for making this 
magazine possible.  We hope everyone enjoys this special issue. 
 

BKPA is not just an organization; we are A Family! We share inspiring moments in Bengali Class 
together, perform together, laugh together, enjoy delicious food on each and every occasion 
together, and we support each other in time of need. We hope this tradition continues for years to 
come.  
 

Thanks to all our parents, grandparents, and past Presidents for their continuous support for our 
mission.  A big thank you to Meena-mashi for always putting us, "the kids" of BKPA first. 
 

Another special thank you to Mr. Sukalpa Basu and Mr. Narattom Pramanik for coordinating our first 
Kali Puja! 
 

We are honored to be Co-Presidents of this unique organization!  

Sohan Pramanik & Sanjukta Mahata  
Co-Presidents of BKPA, 2016 

 



Words of Encouragement from Past Presidents: 

With the release of their new magazine, BKPA has taken yet another prominent 
step in the cultural education of its members. I wish all the children of BKPA the 
very best and hope that they continue to enjoy and learn from their time in this 
fabulous organization. 

Make sure to keep a level head and make 
the right choices. It always helps to be 
optimistic :) 

Arnob Dam 
Freshman, Washington University at St. Louis  
President of BKPA, 2014 

Hi BKPA! I’m very excited to see that you all 
are celebrating Kali Pujo for the first time. 
BKPA events are always full of culture and 
fun, and I would love going to them to see 
our talented members perform. I know that it 
is hard work to plan each event, and I am sure 
that this one will be a great success! 



I am so excited to hear that BKPA is hosting 
it's first Kali Pujo. It amazes me how far this 
organization has come, thanks to all its 
members (along with the support of parents 
and grandparents). I hope you all continue to 
have fun while learning about your heritage! 

"My mission in life is not merely to survive, but 
to thrive; and to do with some passion, some 
compassion, some humor, and some style." 
-Maya Angelou  

Nimita Mittra 
Project Manager for a Marketing Agency  
President of BKPA, 2006 & 2007 

Anita Dam 
Graduate Studies at Johns Hopkins University 
President of BKPA, 2010 

Being the president of BKPA helped me grow 
professionally and personally, and it was such a 
privilege to be a part of this wonderful program. The 
time I spent working for the program has made me 
become more culturally aware and strengthened my 
communication skills with my family in India and at 
home.  

After BKPA, I went on to pursue a degree in finance 
and now work as a Senior Analyst in New York City. I 
am very lucky to have had the opportunity to be 
president of BKPA and I know that I will take my 
learning experiences with me for a long time. 

Sneha Basu 
Senior Analyst 
President of BKPA, 2009 



BKPA Mission: 

BKPA stands for “The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area”. Our unique organization is 
run by kids, and is for anyone who wants to learn about the rich Bengali Heritage, 
Language and Culture in a fun way. 
 
Our goal is to provide our members with the opportunity to have a life long Bengali 
learning experience. We are grateful for the help and guidance given to us by our 
elders. 
 
BKPA is a registered nonprofit organization focused on four pillars: 

EDUCATIONAL 
 

• Weekly Bengali 
Heritage Class 

• Trips/ Tours 

• Physician 
Shadowing 
Program in India 

CULTURAL 
 

• Saraswati Puja 

• Bengali New Year 

• Summer Picnic 

• Bijoya Sammelani 

• Holiday Play Outing 

LITERARY 

 
• E-Magazines 

• Book Publishing 

• Providing 
Academic 
Scholarships 

CHARITABLE 
 

• March of Dimes 
Walk 

• Performance at 
Nursing Homes 

• Volunteering 
Abroad 



Thank you, to our Volunteer 
Bengali Heritage Class Teachers 

Language  

Performing 
Arts  

Costume & Makeup 



The following pages highlight work by our 
current students   

The Bengali Heritage Class concentrates in exposing kids to our Bengali 
language, culture, heritage, and helps them to learn the material in a FUN 
WAY.  

Current Students: 
 Akanksha 

Amolika 
Anish 
Anisha 
Anushka 
Ayan 
Ayushee  
Ayushi  
Arush 
Bipasha 

 

Biswajoy 
Ishani 
Krittika 
Mitali 
Mritsa 
Nidhi 
Pratyush 
Raima 
Raj 
Rajanya 
Reyan 

Roopkatha 
Rupsha  
Saesha 
Sahil 
Sanjukta 
Saraswati 
Shalin 
Sohan 
Sreshtha 
Swarnab 

 



Durga Puja  
by Sohan Pramanik 

What is Durga Puja? Is it a holiday? Is it a festival? Is it 
important?  

Well the answer to all of these questions are correct. 
Durga Puja or Durgotsava is a festival in the Hindu 
culture more specifically Southern India.  

Places that celebrate and is really important for them 
are in West Bengal, Assam, Tripura, Jharkhand, 
Manipur, and Odisha.  

Basically this festival is to worship Ma Durga. If you 
don’t know who Ma Durga is, she is one of our many 
goddesses.  

The time this is celebrated is from the sixth to the 
tenth day of the bright Lunar.  

Some background knowledge on Durga Puja marks the 
victory of Goddess Ma Durga over the evil buffalo 
demon named, Mahishasura. Therefore this festival 
depicts the victory over the buffalo demon. Thus 
giving the name of Durgotinashini, which means the 
destroyer of evil and the protector of her devotees. 

 

Raima Bhattacharjee 

Sharat Kaal 
By Anisha Das 
 

            There are six seasons in Bengal and autumn (or known as ‘Sharat’ in Bengali) is the 

festive season. Autumn in Bengal comes after long summer and the rainy season – so the 
weather is moderate but dry with a hint of cold. The sky is strikingly blue with white clouds 
floating like cotton and white flowers (called ‘Kash’ in Bengali) blossoms. In the USA, it’s Fall, 
which means colorful leaves, mums, pumpkin patches and Halloween, though the sky looks the 
same. During this season, we bengali’s celebrate Durga Puja, which is an occasion of great 
enthusiasm and festivity. In Bengali mythology - Goddess Durga, symbolizes the “victory of good 
over evil”, she comes home with her kids – Kartik the warrior god, Ganesh the learned elephant 
god, Lakshmi the goddess of wealth and Saraswati – the goddess of knowledge and art.  
           Traditionally the Durga Puja lasts for five days and the Bengali community celebrates with 
friends and families.  During this time peoples heart is filled with high spirits and delight. I have 
not personally seen Durga puja in Kolkata yet – but I have heard many stories from my dad where 
he used to go from one puja to another to see the décor, pandals and lightings. On the tenth day 
– Bengali’s traditionally celebrate by immersing the idol of Durga and visit families and neighbors.  
I go to the puja every year and of course Durga puja means new clothes, functions, food and fun 
with my friends and family. Towards the end of autumn – Bengali’s celebrate Kali (the goddess of 
strength) puja and Diwali with fireworks and bid farewell to this wonderful season. 
 



Sreshtha Halder 

Saesha Purkayastha 



Dakshineshwar Temple  
By Ishani Chowdhury 

 
In 2013, my family went to Dakshineshwar 
Temple. It is a huge temple of Ma Kali and was 
founded by Rani Rashmoni in 1855. The Rani 
founded the temple because she was going on a 
pilgrimage, but the previous night, she had a 
vision. In that vision, Rani saw Ma Kali who 
asked her to make a temple instead of the 
pilgrimage. Rani founded the temple along the 
banks of the Ganges River. One of the famous 
priests at the temple was Ramakrishna 
Paramahamsa. 
 
Along with Ma Kali, Lord Shiva and Krishna are 
also worshipped at the Temple. There is also a 
shrine for Rani Rashmoni at the temple. The 
temple has nine spires and is hundred feet tall. 
That sure is tall! 

Raj Saha 

Roopkatha Bagchi 



The Seasons  
By Mitali Chowdhury 

 
Here on the Northeast Coast of the United States of 
America, we experience four seasons - winter, spring, 
summer, and fall. They happen because as the Earth 
revolves around the sun, since the Earth is not 
completely straight but tilted at an angle, different 
parts of the Earth are closer to or further away from 
the sun.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the Northern Hemisphere, we are tilted towards 
the sun during summer and away from it in winter. At 
the exact points when we are closest and furthest, 
we observe the longest day, or the summer solstice, 
and the shortest day, or the winter solstice. During 
fall, there is one day when day and night are exactly 
equal, called the fall equinox. The same phenomenon 
occurs in the spring again, called the spring equinox.  
  
In our climate, there are certain characteristics which 
separate each season. In summer, the temperatures 
and humidity are high, while in winter, it is cold and 
snows often. Autumns are slightly cooler and less 
humid than summers, and because the amount and 
intensity of sunlight per day is reduced, the leaves of 
deciduous trees change colors and fall from the trees. 
In spring the temperature and humidity is similar to 
that of fall, but the trees’ leaves grow back at this 
time. It rains approximately the same amount every 
month. 

Even though it might seems like everyone 
experiences the seasons like we do, this is not 
true. For example, the seasonal cycle in the 
Southern Hemisphere is  the complete 
opposite of the seasonal cycle in the Northern 
Hemisphere. This happens because when we 
are tilted towards the sun, the Southern 
Hemisphere, being on the opposite side of the 
Earth, is tilted away from the sun, and vice 
versa (see image). Even though it is fall here 
when we celebrate Kali Puja, in places like 
Australia, it is spring.  
  
Different seasonal cycles are not just found on 
opposite hemispheres of the Earth. In India, 
there are six seasons, not four. These are 
spring, summer, monsoon, autumn, hemanta, 
and winter. From spring going into summer, 
the temperature rises. The monsoon brings 
hot, humid weather and heavy rains, which 
then subside into the milder temperatures 
and weather of autumn. During hemanta the 
temperatures drop further until winter, when 
it is moderately cold. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Around the world, seasons are experienced 
due to the tilt of the Earth’s axis, and there are 
many different seasonal cycles because of the 
various latitudes, climates, and altitudes that 
people live in. Each place has unique seasons, 
but each and every season is truly amazing. 
 
 
Information from:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ritu_(Indian_sea
son) 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Brunswic
k,_New_Jersey 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey#Cli
mate 



Masters vs Tornado 
By: Anushka Purkayastha 

 

There once was a place called, Earth. On Earth, lived four masters. Their 
names were summer, spring, winter, and autumn. They always took care of 
their subjects called “The People”. Summer would always give them 
Sunshine. Spring would be a little sensitive, so she cried and her tears 
helped the flowers and plants grow. Winter would make the weather cold, 
letting people taste Winter’s favorite drink, Hot Chocolate! Lastly, Autumn 
gives out samples of her favorite colors, red, yellow, orange, green, and 
brown.  

 

One day a horrible and evil master named “Tornado” came on Earth and 
started destroying everyone’s houses, buildings, etc. The weather masters 
were dumbfounded and later decided to go fight the Tornado themselves. 
Spring fought first. “Houses and building you mess up… making these poor 
people out of luck!” The Tornado got really mad and decided to swipe 
Spring into his tornado. The weather was now miserable and rainy. One by 
one, all of the masters got swiped inside of the tornado. They were angry 
and chose to fight and stop this tornado at once. “Hot Chocolate, 
Sunshine, Rain, and Cold” They all chanted. “Get us out of this mean 
tornado. All the masters poured out of the Tornado and the Tornado 
vanished. Now, the Earth was Tornado-Free. 

 

Reyan Bhattacharjee 



The Snow is White 
By Biswajoy  Mazumdar 

 
The snow is so white 
it shines just so bright, 
it glows in the sky, 
makes me want to fly, 
like a beautiful butterfly! 
 
It acts like a light, 
when it’s dark in the night, 
the snow is so cold, 
it had to be told. 
 
The snow is so white, 
fives me a frostbite, 
it’s a very good sight. 
 
A long time ago, 
when the heaven lights glow 
the snow melts in front 
of my window, 
The snow is so white 
it was such a delight! 

Winter 

By Rupsha Chakraborty 

 

Gently falling outside the window 

A blanket of such cold white 

Soft as downy feathers, velvety 
snow 

As it falls catching the light 

Looking as though 

It is floating in midair 

as if we could take a picture 

The night air so silent 

The constellations in the sky 

Looking like a scripture 

Snow a flurry then violent 

And though the frost is cruel 

We will warm up the night 

By gathering winter fuel 

The fire will burn bright! 

 

Anish Bhattacharya 

Amolika Chatterjee 



Spring  
By Akanksha Purkayastha 

 
Flowers blooming   
Birds chirping 
Butterflies  fluttering 
The weather gets warmer 
The days get longer 
The sun gets brighter 
Bees are Buzzing 
Kids are playing 
People are enjoying 
wonderful Spring 

Spring 

By Arush Sanbui 

 

When you see upon a walk, 

Circles are newly made of 
chalk. 

Music concerts in some 
schools, 

Children swimming in their 
pools. 

I don’t know what to say, 

I like spring this way. 

 

Bumblebees gathering 
nectar from numerous 
flowers, 

Butterflies flying around in 
the soft, rainy showers. 

Birds sing with delight, 

Humming all day and night. 

I don’t know just what to 
say, 

Oh! Say, I like spring this 
way!! 

Arush Sanbui 

Mritsa Saha 



 

Basonto Kaal - Spring 
By Sahil Banerjee 

 

In Sanskrit Basanto means Indian spring. 
Basonto or Spring consist of two months, 
Falgun and Choitra. We celebrate the first 
day of Falgun to welcome Basonto, the 
season of flowers and all lthe vibrant 
colors. Spring is a beautiful weather when 
new leaves arise and flowers start 
blossoming.  One of the main festivals of 
the Basanto season is  Basanto Panchami, 
which marks the end of the winter. It is 
dedicated to goddess Saraswati.  

 

Saraswati is a goddess of knowledge and 
learning who blesses the world 
with wealth of knowledge. It is auspicious 
for children to learn and begin writing their 
first word on this day. 

 

We celebrate Sarasawati Pujo with family 
and friends in BKPA. It is a religious 
celebration full of fun. On this occasion, 
girls are dressed in Bashonti (yellow or 
orange) colored saree and flowers in hairs 
while boys wear colorful pajama and 
Punjabi to welcome the arrival of spring. It 
includes puja of goddess Sarasawati, 
cultural programs by kids and lots of food. 

 

Basonto is the most attractive season 
which brings color and festivities in the 
lives of people.  

 

Reyan Bhattacharjee 



Rainy Season 
By Pratyush Chakraborty 

 
The rain falls noisily, 
A tree sways in the 
distance 
People step in puddles 
All over the streets 
So many flowers 
blooming 
Thriving from the rain 
Traffic hordes the road 
As I watch from the 
rooftop 

Barsha Kaal – Rainy Season 
By Shalin Banerjee 

 
Barsha Kaal represents rainy or monsoon 
season in India. It is mostly hot and humid 
weather in India. Many religious festivals are 
celebrated during Barsha Kaal.  The big festivals 
include Ratha Yatra, Rakhi (Raksha Bandhan), 
Janmashtami and Ganesh Chaturthi. 
 
I celebrate Rakhi or Raksha Bandhan every year. 
It signifies bond of love between a brother and 
a sister. I tie Rakhi on my brother’s wrist. It is a 
fun festival as I get gifts. We celebrate 
Janmashtami and Ganesh Chaturthi and also 
visit temples during the auspicious days. 
Here, Barsha Kaal falls on summer and school 
holidays. We enjoy lots of outdoor events and 
trips to different places including beaches. The 
BKPA summer picnic is awesome and full of fun 
with friends. 

 

Bipasha Mazumdar 

Ayushee Mukhopadhyay  
and her grandma, Sunita Mukhopadhyay 



Nidhi Pramanik 

Swarnab Roy 



Physician Shadowing Program in Kolkata, India 
This BKPA pioneered program will definitely 
expose a high school student in how medicine 
is practiced in developing countries.  







Scholarship Fund 
With help of Poets Foundation of 
Kolkata, India, BKPA members set up 
scholarship funds for needy students 
of West Bengal.  
Twelve such students receive the fund 
every year.  



THANK YOU  
TO OUR 
GENEROUS 
SPONSORS 



Congratulations BKPA 
 

On your first Kali Puja 
 

From your friends at   Kisholoy – Chicago Bangla School  







Proud to be BKPA’s Accountant 



 
 

With  
Best Compliments  

from  
ARIKA REDDY SHAH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



98 Flock Road  
• University Plaza •  

Mercerville, NJ 08619 
  

609-890-0990 
  

Unisex Hair, Threading, 
Waxing,  

Facials & Henna MakeUp 
  

Tues – Sat 10am-7pm 
 • Sun 11am-5pm •  

Closed Monday 
  

Best Deal in Town for  
your next Henna Party!   

AFFORDABLE DETAIL-ORIENTED PLEASANT   
 WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY OR MONTHLY   

REFERENCES AVAILABLE  

 
We offer: 

Full House Cleaning, Folding Laundry, 
Changing Linens, Refrigerator Cleaning, 
Window Cleaning, Closet Organization, 

Garage Sweeping  



Mr. Everything Handyman Service LLC in Hamilton, New Jersey, is a company that 
provides handyman services while specializing in small jobs where you can't find 

anyone to do it for you.  
  

With 20 years of experience, we do all interior, exterior repairs including painting, 
carpentry, floors, deck repairs/sealing, yard work, landscaping, and more. 

  

If you have an odd job that you need repaired, we can do it! 
  

609–689–9159 
  

www.MrEverythingHandyman.com 

Mention BKPA at Star Bazaar and receive 5% discount off $100 








